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February 15, 2017 

 

Dear Chairman Moffet,  

On behalf of Preservation Sacramento and its over three hundred members, I would like to 

thank you for the opportunity to participate in this much needed discussion regarding the Staff 

Report on Infill Development Standards within Historic Districts.  Preservation Sacramento is 

dedicated to protecting Sacramento’s historic places and encouraging quality urban design 

through advocacy, education, and outreach. Preservation Sacramento’s Board of Directors 

includes cultural resources professionals, who meet the relevant professional qualifications, as 

well as concerned citizens from other disciplines and backgrounds.  

Several projects have recently come before the Preservation Commission that make a 

discussion of Historic District Plans and Infill Design Guidelines particularly relevant. Historic 

District Plans are required per Sacramento’s Planning and Development Code, Division VII, 

Article III and must be a priority of the Community Development Department in 2017.  

Preservation Sacramento is unaware of the completion of any district-specific Historic District 

Plans, or Historic District Design Guidelines. Rather, the City’s historic districts are regulated by 

programmatic documents which are applied broadly across large swaths of Sacramento’s older 

neighborhoods.  

On October 19, 2016 the Preservation Commission thoughtfully deliberated regarding a 

proposed alley development project at 2218 Capitol Avenue. Forced to rely on the Secretary of 

the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards), the Preservation Commission determined 

the proposed project at 2218 Capitol Avenue did not substantially comply with the Standards. 

This decision was subsequently overturned on appeal by the Planning, a body with no 

experience interpreting the Standards.  

Increasing density and adding housing to the central city, and other historic neighborhoods, has 

the potential to bring many positive changes to Sacramento’s historic districts. Historic District 

Plans can provide a framework for growth, and ensure the character of these districts is not 

sacrificed in the name of these other goals.  

Continued reliance on the Standards to review infill and alley development will put the 

Preservation Commission at odds with the Planning Commission. This untenable situation 

encourages a project review process where the Planning Commission is asked to choose 
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between the competing goals of increased density or historic preservation. In reality, density 

and historic preservation can be complimentary goals, but not without proactive preservation 

planning for our historic districts. Preservation Sacramento requests the Preservation 

Commission direct staff to update the 1999 infill design guidelines, and begin the process of 

preparing Historic District Plans for each historic district as required by the city code.  

Preservation Sacramento looks forward to continued progress toward developing Historic 

District Plans and request to be involved as the process moves forward.  

Sincerely,  

Garret Root 

Chairman of the Board of Directors 

Preservation Sacramento 


