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Preservation Sacramento – Founded in 1972 as Sacramento Old City Association 

December 10, 2015 

To: City of Sacramento Planning & Design Commission 

Re: P15-047, Yamanee 

The Board of Directors of Preservation Sacramento wishes to express our serious concerns regarding the Yamanee 
project, based on its serious deviation from the zoning of the site and the city’s general plan, in the areas of 
maximum height, floor area ratio, density and off-street loading space. The potential negative effects of the 
project counteract any potential community benefits, meaning the project does not meet the requirement that 
deviations from the General Plan can only be made if a significant community benefit is provided by the project.  

We are also concerned about the precedent established by a project of this sort, as it encourages other developers 
to similarly ask for exemptions to the General Plan, promoting high-rise construction in neighborhoods zoned for 
urban corridors of more moderate size. Except for the non-conforming building to the north, there is no transition 
between the fifteen-story building and neighborhoods of 1-3 story buildings around it, in violation of General Plan 
element LU 2.7.3, Transitions in Scale. If Yamanee is approved, it creates precedent by the City’s decision-making 
bodies to allow subsequent deviation from the General Plan within traditional neighborhoods and low urban 
corridors. A subsequent developer that is denied a similar exception to the General Plan could feasibly put the city 
at legal risk of lawsuit because of perceived favoritism for this development over their own.  

The purpose of the General Plan is to provide guidelines for development, assigning general locations and 
intensities to different parts of the city. While there is room for flexibility in these guidelines, there must be a point 
where the line is drawn between what is acceptable and what is not. This proposal, a 15 story building in an area 
zoned for 3-6 stories, 300 units per acre when zoning allows up to 110, and a floor area ratio of 9 where 3 is the 
maximum, located in between two areas zoned Traditional Neighborhood Medium, is impossible to justify as an 
appropriate place for a development of this magnitude when projects like this are sorely lacking in nearby areas 
already zoned for this intensity of use. Using the city’s Land Use and Urban Design guidelines, developments of this 
scale are encouraged in Urban High Density or Central Business District land use categories, located approximately 
ten blocks to the west of Yamanee’s proposed location in the central business district, Docks, Railyards and River 
District, currently areas with much lower population density than Midtown. Using the adjacent nine-story building 
as precedent for higher construction ignores the fact that this building is considered a non-conforming use 
according to the most recent general plan, a relic of an era when it was assumed that the central city would be 
entirely demolished by redevelopment and replaced with similar institutional buildings. 

Preservation Sacramento has supported expanding housing opportunities in Sacramento’s central city since 1972, 
but not at the cost of risk to existing neighborhoods and precedent-setting decisions that can encourage 
demolition by neglect and weakening of the city’s General Plan. The rapid growth of new housing in the central city 
since 2010, including mid-rise and ownership housing, is evidence that we do not need to compromise our 
standards to facilitate growth. We urge the Planning and Design Commission to insist that the developer return 
with a plan that more closely fits within the recommended height, density and FAR limits of the project site. 

William Burg, President, Preservation Sacramento Board of Directors 


